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There Is A Whole World Out There!

The 2014 West Midlands Geological Photo Contest
One Month Left To Enter

Photography Is an Important Part of Being a Geologist
He might not be a name you would recognise but Archibald Geikie, former
Director of the Geological Survey of Great Britain was one of the first to
embrace the technology and put it to work capturing images for the
Survey1.
In 1891 under the direction of Survey geologist Jethro Justinian Harris
Teall, Mr A Macconochie, Assistant Curator of the Survey collections,
along with Mr Robert Lunn, General Assistant in the Edinburgh office,
were sent to the North West Highlands to take a series of photographs in
order to 'help explain points of geological structure'.
This first official photographic survey lasted several weeks and they took
with them a half-plate wooden field camera and tripod using glass plate
negatives.
Lunn continued to photograph in the Scottish Highlands for several years
and gradually Survey geologists became interested in the benefits the
new technology offered in the recording, describing and archiving of their
work.
By 1904, chiefly due to the work of Lunn, the Survey had begun to
assemble an official picture collection – though the first officially
catalogued image in the collection is an English picture entitled 'Puddle
Trench for Howden Reservoir, Derbyshire', taken in 1904 by J J H Teall,
by then the Director of the Survey, and is shot on glass quarter plate.

Sir A. Geikie, AD 1867-82. Director 1882-1901
Father of geological photography?
Picture courtesy of British Geological Survey

Article taken in part from http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/archives/ACenturyOnFilm/geol_photo.html

To this day, visual evidence remains an important part of field work – from
the most basic ground investigation to cutting edge research, particularly for
in-situ features that can not be taken away for later study.
Whilst we may not accept entries on glass quarter plate, you don’t need to
have all the latest (and expensive) kit. A basic camera will do. You can
submit entries electronically or in print.
The contest is the perfect opportunity to reward the keen eyed geologists
amongst, share our field observations and – basically - show off (see left).
In short, any non-professional within the West Midlands or Southern Wales
catchment can enter – you don’t have to be a geologist!
The theme for this year is “What Lies Beneath Our Feet”. We think this gives
everyone plenty of scope for creativity and interpretation. It’s amazing what
you can do to improve your chances if you just do a little logical thinking and
research before you start shooting.
We think the list is almost endless!
They might be a little boring to read, but you can find our terms and
conditions at www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg

Whatever kit you use or subject
you choose, have fun!
Photographs courtesy of Lapworth Museum of Geology

GEOLOGICAL
PHOTOGRAPHIC
CONTEST 2014

WHAT LIES

BENEATH

OUR FEET

PRIZES:
ALL ENTRIES WILL BE DISPLAYED AS AN EXHIBITION AT DUDLEY MUSEUM & ART GALLERY
TOP 3 ENTRIES WILL BE CHOSEN BY AN INDEPENDENT JUDGING PANEL
FIRST PRIZE: £200
£200 (SPONSORED BY WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL GROUP)
SECOND PRIZE: £150 (SPONSORED BY BLACK COUNTRY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
THIRD PRIZE: £100 (SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN WALES REGIONAL GROUP)

DEADLINE 31 AUGUST 201
2014
FOR COMPETITION
COMPETITION RULES AND INFORMATION ON HOW TO
TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
ENTRIES, PLEASE FOLLOW:
WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL GROUP

WWW.GEOLSOC.ORG.UK/WMRG

GEOLSOC_WMRG@LIVE.CO.UK

BLACK COUNTRY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

WWW.BCGS.INFO

SECRETARY@BCGS.INFO

SOUTHERN WALES REGIONAL GROUP

WWW.GEOLSOC.ORG.UK/SOUTH_WALES

SWALES.RG@GEOLSOC.ORG.UK

Pictures courteous of Geological Society London
don

PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTEST 2014
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. The Contest is only open to UK residents who live/work within the postal districts of the West Midlands
and Southern Wales Regional Groups;
West Midlands post-codes starting B, CV, DY, HR, ST, SY, TF, WR, WS and WV.
Southern Wales post-codes starting CF, LD, NP and SA.
SA.
NB: The Group reserves the right to request proof of address in the event of a prize being awarded.
2. It is first and fore-most a bit of fun and is aimed primarily at amateur photographers. It isn’t open to
professionals and because we want something original, entries must not have won other competitions.
For the purposes of this competition, a professional photographer will be considered to be someone who
makes more than half their annual income from the sale of their photographs.
Entrants under the age of 12 years need to have parent or guardian consent to enter.
3. The title for the contest is ‘What Lies Beneath Your Feet’. This is open to individual interpretation, but
should include some geological content.
Whatever you decide to photograph, please do it responsibly. Take care not to disturb any animals or
damage the environment. And always follow local laws and the countryside code.
4. Entrants can submit up to four photos,
photos which must be their own work and must not be merged or
manipulated.

Entrants may crop, enlarge, and enhance photos to remove spots or scratches, make it brighter, clearer
etc but they must not manipulate the content. In all cases, the Judges reserve the right to exclude any
image whose authenticity they believe to be questionable.
5. There are three ways to submit entries:
Electronic Images – Email
Entries should be emailed to geolsoc_wmrg@live.co.uk together with the entrant’s name, address and a
note of where the images were taken. Entries can only be accepted as JPEG files of at least 1Mb in size
(maximum of 3Mb).
Electronic Images – Twitter
Entries can be tweeted to @WMidsGeolSoc together with a note of where the images were taken.
Followers will then be asked by Direct Message from the Group for their name and address.
Printed Images – Post
Entries should be sent to Geological Photographic Competition 2014, c/o Graham Worton (Keeper of
Geology & Manager), Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, St James Road. Dudley. DY1 1HU together with the
entrant’s name, address and a note of where the images were taken. Images must be no larger than A4
(210mm x 297mm)
The Group/BCGS do not accept any responsibility for any problem with the postal service which may
result in any entry being lost or delayed. Sorry, we cannot return any entries.
6. Entrants will retain copyright in the photographs that they submit. By entering the competition all entrants
grant to the Geological Society the right to publish and exhibit their photographs the Geological Society’s
website, social media channels and Geoscientist magazine.
7. The competition closes at midnight on Sunday 31st August 2014.
2014
8. All entries will be judges by an independent panel of Judges during early September 2014.
9. The Judges will select the 10 best based on their composition, technical ability, appeal, geological
content and originality. The Judges will then select the 3 overall winners. If after reasonable attempts a
winning entrant cannot be contacted, the Group reserves the right to offer the place to the next best
entry. The person who takes the overall winning image will receive a cash prize of £200. Second and
Third placed entrants will receive £150 and £100 respectively.

T HE C ONTEST J UDGES
Dr Bill Gaskarth
Chartership Officer, Geological Society London
Graduate of Leeds, McGill and Saskatchewan. Taught at the Universities of
Missouri, Aston and Birmingham. Supervised some 14 PhD students on topics
ranging from Mineral Deposits, Waste Disposal Geochemisty and Igneous
Petrology. Worked as a consultant in Waste Disposal Geology and Mineral
Exploration. Presently Chartership Officer for the GSL and Chairman of its
Accreditation Committee.

Jon Clatworthy
Curator, Lapworth Museum of Geology
Originally from Somerset, completed an undergraduate geology degree and then
an MSc in Museum Studies.

Above: Dr Bill Gaskarth

Has worked at Birmingham University since 1991 originally as Assistant Curator,
then Curator, and since 2012 as Director of the Lapworth Museum of Geology.
Jon has been working on plans for a major redevelopment of the Lapworth
Museum which has just been received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
for a transformation of the museum which will be taking place over the next
15months.
In recent years has published on aspects of military geology particularly relating
to the work of Professor Fred Shotton whose unique military geology archive
relating to preparations for D-Day during the Second World War, held by the
Lapworth Museum.

Adrian Durkin BA.Hons, PGCE
Exhibitions Officer, Dudley Museum and Art Gallery
Adrian has a degree in art history but has spent most of his life working in
heritage and heritage education, mostly in the west midlands. He has worked as
curator in a number of historic properties.

Above: Jon Clatworthy

He is a keen amateur natural historian with interests in geology and entomology.
He chaired the conservation group for invertebrates in British zoos for five years.
He is currently Exhibitions Officer at Dudley Museum where he divides his life
between the museum’s art collection, the unrivalled geology, and the chance to
put on exhibitions on archaeological themes.
Adrian retains a strong interest in education and devises and delivers the
education programmes associated with many of his exhibitions.

Above: Adrian Durkin

(by David George)

F UTURE T ALK A BSTRACTS – 2014
We hope you’ll agree that what we have put together, so far, is both an interesting and topical series of talks around a
number of key events taking place nationally within the Society, including the 50th anniversary of the Engineering
Geology Group, the Society’s Earth Science Week and our annual Chartership Evening.
If you have any comments or suggestions for these months, please feel free to make contact via
geolsoc_wmrg@live.co.uk, Facebook, LinkedIn or @WMidsGeolsoc.

SEPTEMBER:
Re-Run of 2014 Glossop Medal Award Lecture:

Feet on the Ground: Engineering Geology, Past, Present and Future
Professor Jim Griffiths (Plymouth University)

Tuesday 23rd September
18:30 for 19:00
Haworth 101 Lecture Theatre, University of Birmingham
This lecture, adapted from Jim Griffiths' Glossop Medal Award presentation, concentrates on the role of engineering
geology in relation to civil engineering, amongst other questions explored in this lecture leading to observations as to
how the profession might develop in the future in order to meet the needs of society.

After 14½ years in industry, Jim joined Plymouth University as a lecturer in
engineering geology in September 1993. He was promoted to Head of the
Department of Geology 1995-2001; Head of the School of Earth, Ocean &
Environmental Sciences 2006-9; Head of the School of Geography, Earth &
Environmental Sciences 2009-2013; and was appointed Dean of Research &
Innovation in May 2013. Jim was awarded his professorship in 2005. Despite
spending 14 of his 20 years in academia as a manager he has continually
taught specialist final year undergraduate modules in engineering/applied
geology and terrain evaluation for engineering practice.

OCTOBER:

Theme: Our Geoheritage

Graham Worton (Keeper of Geology, Dudley Museum and Art Gallery)
Tuesday 14th October
18:00 for 18:30
The Lapworth Museum of Geology, University of Birmingham
The Society has hosted Earth Science Week since 2011. This year the theme is ‘Our Geoheritage’
For his part, Graham will raise awareness of the geological Heritage sites which exist throughout
our region, including those less well known areas of geological significance. We also hope to
encourage organised and self guided walking tours of geology across the region.

Professional geologist since graduation in 1984 working primarily in the UK in Coal Measures and
Silurian rocks and their engineering and environmental properties and applications. A former
Chairman of the Black Country Geological Society. He has written many geological conservation
papers & popular articles.
He has co-designed, planned and contributed to a number of major geological & scientific
exhibitions & events. He has been employed as the Keeper of Geology & Borough Geologist since
February 2000. Graham picked up gold in the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards
2006. He walked away with the coveted Outstanding Customer Service Award. He then went on to
win the National Outstanding Customer Service Award at the Enjoy England Awards for Excellence
organised by Visit England.

F UTURE T ALK A BSTRACTS – 2014 ( CONT )
NOVEMBER:

Advanced Technologies for Contaminated Site Remediation
Dr Jeremy Birnstingl (Managing Director, Regenesis)
Tuesday 11th November
18:00 for 18:30
The University of Wolverhampton, Telford Campus

Dr. Birnstingl is the Managing Director of Regenesis Ltd. and is responsible for the
growth and development of Regenesis across Europe. Since joining Regenesis in
2002, Dr. Birnstingl has overseen the introduction and commercial use of five new
technical products within the UK and other European countries for in situ aquifer
restoration under varied national regulatory and permitting regimes. These include
products for aerobic and anaerobic bioremediation of both fuels and chlorinated
solvents, immobilization of toxic metals, and in situ chemical oxidation of organic
contaminants. Prior to this role, Dr. Birnstingl was European Technical Manager for
Regenesis, responsible for remedial feasibility assessment and application design of
European remediation projects using Regenesis products, client technical support,
and European establishment of Regenesis.
He has given numerous national and international seminars, university lectures and
conference presentations in his technical area, and has published articles and papers
in academic journals, conference proceedings and in the wider environmental subject
literature.

DECEMBER:

A Life In Oil:

Where does oil & gas come from, how do we prospect for it, & how do we recover it? What is the future?
Martin Carruthers

Tuesday 9th December
18:00 for 18:30
The Lapworth Museum of Geology, University of Birmingham
We shall look at formation, the history of how we search & recover oil & gas coming right up to
the present. What tools do we use? An explanation of types of drilling rigs, production
platforms, the equipment, people & techniques employed. How have enhanced recovery
techniques affected reserves? What is life like offshore? What can happen when things go
right… and wrong? Finally some considerations of “fracking” and the future of oil & gas.

Martin graduated from The Victoria University of Manchester in 1982 and entered the oil
industry 2 years later. During a career spanning over three decades he has worked in the
middle east, and Europe, focussing principally on the UK & Norwegian North Sea sectors. It
has been very much a hands-on journey from cleaning floors to developing new software
platforms. Starting with a spoon & sieve as a “Mudlogger” through coring, well-site geologist,
data engineering, formation pressure evaluation to lead technical support engineer for Europe.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Due to the planned transformation of the Lapworth Museum of Geology (details on the following pages), the
WMRG will be seeking alternative venues for talks in 2015. We would encourage all members to check our
webpage at www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg for any changes to meetings.
We also have groups on Facebook and LinkedIn and you can now tweet us @WMidsGeolsoc
Log on to www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg and follow the links on the right:

Press Release

Rock and roll – Lapworth staff celebrate historic
multimillion pound redevelopment grant
Posted on Monday 21st July 2014
The University of Birmingham’s Lapworth Museum of Geology is celebrating the receipt of a major Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) grant towards a £2.5 million redevelopment project.
The grant will provide funds for a large scale redevelopment project which will create innovative new exhibitions and
allow the display of one of the most outstanding rock, fossil and mineral collections in the UK.
The museum will explore life over the past 3.4billion years, covering mass extinctions and evolutionary changes. A
host of fossils from around the West Midlands will show how the area has changed from a tropical sea to desert to ice
sheets over a 450 million-year period.
A grant of £1,564,300 has been awarded by the HLF to the Lapworth Museum which forms part of a larger fundraising
project. The £2.5 million cost of the redevelopment is also being funded by University of Birmingham alumni, and a
number of grant awarding bodies, trusts and foundations.
The redevelopment process will see the Lapworth transformed into a more engaging public museum with innovative
exhibitions structured around four key themes which will examine the evolution of life, active earth processes such as
volcanoes, mineral wealth and the impact of minerals on the industrial heritage of the West Midlands.
Professor Alice Roberts, anatomist, author and broadcaster and Professor of Public Engagement in Science at the
University of Birmingham, said: “I am so excited about the redevelopment of the Lapworth Museum, which, thanks to
the Heritage Lottery Fund, will now become a reality. The Lapworth collection is so important – this is THE geology
museum in the West Midlands. This funding gives us the chance to make sure that the collection is used to its best
advantage – and made accessible to as many people as possible.”
Jon Clatworthy, the Director of the Lapworth Museum of Geology at the University of Birmingham said of the HLF
grant: “This is fantastic news; the Heritage Lottery Fund grant will allow us to make the large and nationally important
collections of the Lapworth Museum at the University of Birmingham much more accessible to the community. It will
provide the public with access to outstanding collections relating to popular and exciting themes such as dinosaurs,
fossils, volcanoes, earthquakes, evolution and environment change, and provide visitors with greatly improved
facilities.”
Reyahn King, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund West Midlands, said: “We’re delighted to support such an exciting project
which will help bring the past 3.4 billion years of geology to life in the 21st century.
“From evolution and woolly mammoths to precious gems and minerals used in local industry, this is an excellent
example of just how far back heritage can reach and how events that happened billions of years ago can still impact
and engage people today.”
Work on the Lapworth redevelopment is scheduled to commence in December 2014 with a proposed reopening time of
October 2015.
•

For further information or to request an interview with either Professor Alice Roberts or Jon Clatworthy please
contact Faye Jackson in the University of Birmingham press office on +44 (0)121 414 6029. For out of office
enquiries please call +44 (0)7789921165 or e-mail the press office.

•

A total grant of £1,564,300 has been awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund – Using money raised through the
National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present
and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to
archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF
has supported more than 36,000 projects, allocating over £6billion across the UK.

•

Alumni and friends of the University have so far given more than £500,000 to help secure the investment from
the Heritage Lottery Fund which will ensure the very best facilities, and allow the redeveloped museum to
engage new audiences, provide inspiring educational experiences for school groups, and house the
collections in innovative spaces. We are still looking for support, and if you are interested in finding out how
you can make your mark on this transformative project, please visit the Lapworth Museum website.

Lapworth Museum of Geology

The Lapworth Museum of Geology dates back to 1880, and is one of the oldest specialist geological museums in the
UK. Throughout its long history the Lapworth Museum has provided a valuable resource for students, schools and
colleges, research workers, enthusiasts and anyone with an interest in, or desire to learn, about geology.
The Museum is open to the public and provides for school, college, adult education and community groups.
Admission is FREE.
Group visits are welcomed and should be booked in advance. Tours, talks and access to additional collections are
available by prior arrangement.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
Saturday & Sunday

09:00 to 17:00
12:00 to 17:00

The Lapworth Museum of Geology is closed over Christmas, New Year, Easter, and on Bank Holidays.
Visits outside normal opening times can be made by prior arrangement with the Museum.

Location
The Lapworth Museum of Geology is located within the Aston Webb building on the main Edgbaston campus.

Access
Disabled parking is available outside the Museum, and there is horizontal access throughout. Please contact the
museum for specific requirements.

Visitor facilities
Refreshments are readily available on the University campus during weekdays. At weekends, limited refreshments can
be obtained from the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, or in nearby Selly Oak.

Contact
For more information about the Lapworth Museum of Geology visit: http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/lapworth
Facebook.com/LapworthMuseum on

@Lapworth Museum

O THER E VENTS
WMRG/GLS members are also normally welcome to attend meetings of other societies/ groups, but should always
check first with the relevant representative.
Further information can be found on individual society/ group web sites.

Black Country Geological Society

For information on events visit:
Or, contact Secretary (Linda Tonkin)
Or, Field Secretary (Andrew Harrison)
Group specifics:

www.bcgs.info
secretary@bcgs.info
fieldsecretary@bcgs.info

There is a charge of £2.00 for non-members.

All meetings are held during winter months at Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, St James’s Road, Dudley. West
Midlands. The Museum opens at 7:30pm and meetings normally commence at 8:00pm.

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

www.earthheritagetrust.org

None known at this time

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions

For information on events visit:
Or, contact

www.ehtchampions.org.uk
lickeychampions@gmail.com

North Staffordshire Group of the Geologists’ Association
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

http://www.esci.keele.ac.uk/nsgga/

Non-members pay £2.00 to cover temporary membership giving them
insurance cover. A field fee of £2.00 per head is also normally charged for
members and non-members to cover leader’s expenses.

Enquiries regarding field trips should be addressed to: Steve Alcock,
Tel: 01538 360431 or 07711 501028.
Email: steves261@aol.com

Shropshire Geological Society
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

www.shropshiregeology.org.uk

Anyone wishing to attend should telephone or email the
co-ordinator for the meeting at least 48 hours in advance of the
activity. Please arrive 15 minutes before the start time.
A charge of £3.00 is levied for non-members.
Under 16’s must be accompanied by an adult.

Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group
For information on events visit:
Or, contact Ian Fenwick

www.wgcg.co.uk
Twitter: @WGCG_UK
warwickshiregcg@gmail.com

Group specifics:

There is a charge of £2.00 for non-members.
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