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P AST T ALKS U PDATE – M ARCH / A PRIL 2014
Some Case Studies in the Context of Modern Construction Industry Practice
Richard Brown (Senior Geotechnical Consultant, Hydrock)

(Attendance: 33)

Richard presented a number of interesting case studies highlighting a selection of ground stability issues which affect
the construction industry. These case studies included the proposed redevelopment of a large historical mine in north
Wales, where in addition to the many mining related problems associated with the site, the only access was along the
back wall of the valley. This slope has a history of been unstable and evidence of historical landslides could be seen.
Other case studies included the settlement within Nantwich town centre following the historical brine extraction,
presenting the various methods used to monitor this settlement and the construction techniques used to locally
stabilise the ground for development. Finally a number of case studies relating to the effects of historical mine
workings.
The talk highlighted the variety of ground stability issues which effect potential development projects, the wide range of
techniques available for dealing with ground stability issues and ultimately that in a number of cases the instability is
wide spread such that the project is unlikely to feasible.”

Article by Karen Dale (Committee Member, Twitter Guru)

From Mantle to Mineralisation
The Diary of a 60Ma Magma Chamber
Dr Brian O’Driscoll (Lecturer, Keele University)

(Attendance: 20)

Richard gave a very interesting and informative talk on layered mafic intrusions (LMIs) based mainly on his own
research from the Isle of Rhum, Scotland, where he explained that there are 16 cyclic units within the Rhum Layered
Intrusion (RMI).
From his excellent field photographs it was evident that this intrusive sequence has a distinct controlling influence on
the geomorphologic landscape of Rhum, with each unit containing harder layers of troctolite towards the top and
relatively softer layers of feldspathic peridotite towards the base. The igneous texture is dominated by cumulate
crystals, sometimes reacting with the intercumulus melt to produce a cumulate mush. Thin chromitite layers occur at
the boundaries between units, caused by the mixing of magmas at different temperatures and chemistry, to create this
Cr-spinal seams.
Richard showed us several thin section images from the Unit 11/12 boundary that displayed a Cr-spinel phase (about 2
mm thick), an olivine phase and a main feldspar phase; the Cr-spinel seam extends over several hundred metres in
the field on Rhum. Richard explained that traditional models contest that the platinum group elements (PGEs) are
brought to the magma-crystal mush interface from either above or below – in effect either crystal settling or
remobilisation. However on Rhum, smaller chromitite layers often surround feldspars and so a simple crystal settling
model may not be entirely appropriate.
Richard then presented evidence from 187Os/186Os isotope studies to show that rhenium-osmium assemblages and the
PGEs are controlled by sulphide and metal oxide occurrences, and not silicate minerals (as would be assumed in
crystal settling). His suggested model for the RMI was therefore one of a “leaky” open-system magma chamber,
where both in situ mineral crystallisation and constant replenishment by batch magmas were supported. Such regular
injections are capable of dissolving solid material in the magma chamber, leading to further mineralogical changes.
Richard completed his talk by introducing us to another rather well-known LMI – the Merensky Reef in South Africa
where up to 12 cm chromitite layers, extending over hundreds of kilometres, are actively mined for their PGE content.
The association with immiscible sulphides is also seen here and polished sections show close similarity to sections
from Rhum.
Finally Richard postulated on the amount of magma that would be required to create this valuable resource (¾ of the
world’s platinum reserves are contained within this one sequence). Thanks for Richard for providing a cutting-edge
summary of research for a classic geological location – a great talk that was very received by those present.

Article by Clive Roberts (Group Chairman)

Further Reading
O'Driscoll, B., Day, J.M.D., Daly, J.S., Walker, R. + McDonough, W.F. (2009) Rhenium–osmium isotopes and platinumgroup elements in the Rum Layered Suite, Scotland: Implications for Cr-spinel seam formation and the composition of
the Iceland mantle anomaly. Earth and Planetary Science Letters, Volume 286, Issues 1–2, Pages 41-51.
O'Driscoll, B., Donaldson, C.H., Daly, J.S. + Emeleus, C.H. (2009) The roles of melt infiltration and cumulate
assimilation in the formation of anorthosite and a Cr-spinel seam in the Rum Eastern Layered Intrusion, NW Scotland.
Lithos, Volume 111, Issues 1–2, Pages 6-20

S OCIAL M EDIA
Not only do we try and keep our page at www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg up to date as best as we can with information
regarding meetings and other relevant interesting geological discussions we also have groups on Facebook and
LinkedIn and you can now tweet us @WMidsGeolsoc
Log on to www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg and follow the links on the right:

C OLIN K NIPE E ARLY C AREER G EOLOGIST A WARD 2014
The national Early Career Geologist award was launched back in 2012 in order to recognise the work of geoscientists
in the early part of their careers. Regional Groups are responsible for organising regional heats – The Colin Knipe
Award in our case – with the winner of which being entered into the draw for the national final, traditionally held in April
at Burlington House.
Sadly, despite the collective efforts of both the GSL and the West Midlands Committee, we did not receive any
submissions this year. Therefore, we are unable to award the Colin Knipe trophy this year or unfortunately put forward
a West Midlands representative to the national Young Geoscientist competition. .
Representatives of the Group and other Regional Groups are meeting with the GSL in May to discuss how best the run
the award in future.

F UTURE T ALK A BSTRACTS – M AY 2014
Monitoring Active Volcanoes
Prof. Hazel Rymer (Lecturer, Open University)
Tuesday 13th May
18:00 for 18:30
MA Building, University of Wolverhampton
Volcano monitoring used to be the preserve of technicians in volcano observatories, or of
academic researchers. Thanks to new technologies, Citizen Scientists are becoming
increasingly involved in not only the acquisition of scientific data, but in the analysis and
interpretation too. Spotting galaxies and identifying DNA sequences are well known
targets for Citizen Science projects, but the environmental sciences and volcanology also
benefit.
Geophysical measurements need to be made over long periods of time in order to
identify patterns related to sub-surface processes which may be relevant to eruptive
activity. This is the type of study well suited to Citizen Scientists. This talk will illustrate
the long term changes that have been seen at active volcanoes and what this tells us
about the processes driving volcanic activity.

Hazel Rymer is Professor of Environmental Geophysics at the Open University. She has worked in Central America,
Iceland and Italy on active volcanoes and specialises in the micro-gravity and ground deformation measurements.

PHOTOGRAPHIC
CONTEST 2014
In January we launched -launch of the Photographic Contest in 2014, with the theme of What Lies Beneath Our Feet
Here are a selection of the images received to-date:
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R. Edwards
N. Cooper
R. Donnell
D. Welch

Deformed Dalradian meta-sediments
Caldera Wall, Thira, Santorini
Hollows in Lapilli, Lanzarote
Sandstone Foreshore, Cumbria

P ROPOSED F UTURE T ALKS – S EPTEMBER 2014 O NWARDS
Our current series of talks ends after Hazel’s talk in May. There were some changes to the programme as the year
progressed and a couple of cancellations due to speaker commitments. On the behalf of the Group, I hope this did not
cause too much inconvenience.
For the first time since being elected to the Committee, the upcoming programme has started to take shape before the
last one comes to an end – a sign of the collective efforts of all the Committee.
We hope you’ll agree that what we have put together, so far, is both an interesting and topical series of talks around a
number of key events taking place nationally within the Society, including the 50th anniversary of the Engineering
Geology Group, the Society’s Earth Science Week and our annual Chartership Evening.
You’ll note however that we are still seeking speakers for March, April and May 2015.
If you have any comments or suggestions for these months, please feel free to make contact via
geolsoc_wmrg@live.co.uk, Facebook, LinkedIn or @WMidsGeolsoc.

SEPTEMBER:
Re-Run of 2014 Glossop Medal Award Lecture:

Feet on the Ground: Engineering Geology, Past, Present and Future
Professor Jim Griffiths (Plymouth University)

This lecture, adapted from Jim Griffiths' Glossop Medal Award presentation, concentrates on the role of engineering
geology in relation to civil engineering, amongst other questions explored in this lecture leading to observations as to
how the profession might develop in the future in order to meet the needs of society.

After 14½ years in industry, Jim joined Plymouth University as a lecturer in
engineering geology in September 1993. He was promoted to Head of the
Department of Geology 1995-2001; Head of the School of Earth, Ocean &
Environmental Sciences 2006-9; Head of the School of Geography, Earth &
Environmental Sciences 2009-2013; and was appointed Dean of Research &
Innovation in May 2013. Jim was awarded his professorship in 2005. Despite
spending 14 of his 20 years in academia as a manager he has continually
taught specialist final year undergraduate modules in engineering/applied
geology and terrain evaluation for engineering practice.

OCTOBER:

Theme: Our Geoheritage

Graham Worton (Keeper of Geology, Dudley Museum and Art Gallery)
The Society has hosted Earth Science Week since 2011. Each year they have grown and developed the events and
resources provided throughout the week. The GSL hope that 2014 will be another great year for earth science, with a
theme of ‘Our Geoheritage’.
For his part, Graham will raise awareness of the geological Heritage sites which exist throughout our region, including
those less well known areas of geological significance. We also hope to encourage organised and self guided walking
tours of geology across the region.

Professional geologist since graduation in 1984 working primarily in the UK in Coal Measures and
Silurian rocks and their engineering and environmental properties and applications.
A former Chairman of the Black Country Geological Society. He has written many geological
conservation papers & popular articles.
He has co-designed, planned and contributed to a number of major geological & scientific
exhibitions & events. He has been employed as the Keeper of Geology & Borough Geologist since
February 2000. Graham picked up gold in the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards
2006. He walked away with the coveted Outstanding Customer Service Award. He then went on to
win the National Outstanding Customer Service Award at the Enjoy England Awards for Excellence
organised by Visit England.

NOVEMBER:

Advanced Technologies for Contaminated Site Remediation
Dr Jeremy Birnstingl (Managing Director, Regenesis)

Dr. Birnstingl is the Managing Director of Regenesis Ltd. and is responsible for the
growth and development of Regenesis across Europe. Since joining Regenesis in
2002, Dr. Birnstingl has overseen the introduction and commercial use of five new
technical products within the UK and other European countries for in situ aquifer
restoration under varied national regulatory and permitting regimes. These include
products for aerobic and anaerobic bioremediation of both fuels and chlorinated
solvents, immobilization of toxic metals, and in situ chemical oxidation of organic
contaminants. Prior to this role, Dr. Birnstingl was European Technical Manager for
Regenesis, responsible for remedial feasibility assessment and application design of
European remediation projects using Regenesis products, client technical support, and
European establishment of Regenesis.
He has given numerous national and international seminars, university lectures and conference presentations in his
technical area, and has published articles and papers in academic journals, conference proceedings and in the wider
environmental subject literature.

DECEMBER:

A Life In Oil:

Where does oil & gas come from, how do we prospect for it, & how do we recover it? What is the future?
Martin Carruthers

We shall look at formation, the history of how we search & recover oil & gas coming right up to the present. What tools
do we use? An explanation of types of drilling rigs, production platforms, the equipment, people & techniques
employed. How have enhanced recovery techniques affected reserves? What is life like offshore? What can happen
when things go right… and wrong? Finally some considerations of “fracking” and the future of oil & gas.

Martin graduated from The Victoria University of Manchester in 1982 and entered the oil
industry 2 years later. During a career spanning over three decades he has worked in the middle
east, and Europe, focussing principally on the UK & Norwegian North Sea sectors. It has been
very much a hands-on journey from cleaning floors to developing new software platforms.
Starting with a spoon & sieve as a “Mudlogger” through coring, well-site geologist, data
engineering, formation pressure evaluation to lead technical support engineer for Europe.

JANUARY:

Theme: Geophysics

Simon Hughes (Geologist/ Operations Manager, TerraDat UK Ltd)
Simon joined TerraDat in 2005 having spent 10 years in volcanological research and
teaching. Having completed his PhD on pyroclastic surges in 1995, Simon went on to a
Post-doc research position at the National University of Mexico and followed by a period
as a Research Professor at the State University of New York at Buffalo.
On his return to Wales, Simon joined TerraDat as its first Operations Manager. His duties
comprise the design and management of a wide variety of geophysical projects that range
from regional scale investigations to intensive local site studies. He controls day-to-day
running of the company and project liaison.

Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark

About the Geopark
The Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark falls within the counties of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Shropshire and
Worcestershire and covers 1250 square kilometres. The geological and geomorphological significance of the area has
been recognised for many years with 13 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 179 Local Geological Sites
(LGS) present.
The Abberley and Malvern Hills Geoparks vision is for a Geopark that can be enjoyed by everyone and allows people
from all walks of life the opportunity to experience geology and to appreciate the importance of their geological
heritage. The Geopark exists to make a contribution to local economies through sustainable geotourism and promote
excellence in geoconservation.
Parts of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Shropshire and Worcestershire are represented, all linked by parts of the
Earth’s crust that were once deep below the ground where molten rock was emplaced in times of violent earthquakes
and where later in geological time vast tropical seas teaming with life existed. Later still hot deserts gave rise to the red
sandstones we see over much of the area. Inspiring landscapes today are portrayed in the valleys of the Rivers
Severn, Rea, Frome, Leadon and Teme. All of this will soon be displayed and experienced in a Geopark Visitor Centre
and other heritage centres.
The outstanding Earth heritage of the Geopark places the area at the centre of international research and national
conservation programmes. There is an established and growing education and tourism programme for those wanting
to learn more about geology, which is based on geology and landscape trails and guides. Rock and Fossil Roadshows
and field sessions are popular events with the general public and schools and a major programme is already
underway.
The Partnership Management Team for your Geopark now sets out to work with parish councils and community
groups, landowners, the local authorities, museums, universities, schools, heritage centres, visitors centres and
country parks to bring geology to as many people as possible and to protect it for future generations to see.

GeoFest
Each year member organisations of the Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark host GeoFest, a three month programme
of events and activities highlighting and celebrating the geology, landscape, heritage and wildlife of the Geopark.
GeoFest launches with ‘Rock On’, a family event of fun and educational activities at Hartlebury Museum on 26th May.
Throughout June, July and August events include walks, talks, exhibitions and children’s activities along with ‘Ask the
Expert’ sessions and demonstrations.

Contact the AMHG
Geopark Office
Geological Records Centre
University of Worcester
Henwick Grove
Worcester
WR2 6AJ
Telephone 01905 855184
Email: AMHG@worc.ac.uk

GeoFest June 2014

Where booking details are given, bookings are essential

Monday 26th May: Family Event
‘Rock On!’. Come and learn about rocks, building stones
and minerals as part of the Brilliant Building Stones project
with experts from the Earth Heritage Trust. Enjoy making
your own dinosaurs and meet Vernon the Velociraptor.
Start: 11am at Worcestershire County Museum, Hartlebury
Castle, Hartlebury, DY11 7XZ
Finish: 5pm
Cost: Museum admission fee

Saturday 7th June: Family Event
‘Building Stones Roadshow’. Lots of fun and family friendly
geology and building stones activities to make and do.
Displays and experts at the event throughout the day.
Start: 11am at Bewdley Museum, Load Street, DY12 2AE
Finish: 3pm
Cost: Free to attend

26th May to 31st August

What’s On!

17th May - 22nd June
Exhibition
From the Mountains to the Sea
An exhibition of work by Textile artist Georgia Jacobs
based upon geological locations in the British Isles.
Saturday 31st May & Sunday 1st June
Textile technique demonstrations by Georgia Jacobs
Bewdley Museum, Load Street, Bewdley, DY12 2AE
10am - 4pm daily. Free entry

Guided Walks, Tours, Children’s
Activities, Field Trips, Talks,
Exhibitions and much more highlighting and celebrating the
Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark

Sunday 1st June: Geology and Landscape Walk
‘The Northern Malvern Hills’. A study of the structures and
rocks which define the landscape of Worcestershire and
Herefordshire. Led by an Earth Heritage Trust Champion.
Start: 9.30am at Tank Quarry car park GR SO769470
Finish: 1pm Cost: £3
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Saturday 7th June: Martley Geo Walks

www.Geopark.org.uk
Hosted by the Abberley and
Malvern Hills Geopark Forum

Discover more about the Geopark at the Malvern
Hills GeoCentre and Bewdley Museum - displays,
leaflets, rock specimens and maps
(see inside for venue details)

For general enquires contact the Geopark Office:
Tel: 01905 855184 / Email: AMHG@worc.ac.uk

9.45am - 1pm
A guided walk along Martley’s 3 mile geology trail. The
terrain is suitable for all, with only one fairly steep ascent.
1.45pm - 6pm
A guided walk along Martley's 6 mile geology trail. The
terrain is quite rugged in places and this walk is not
suitable for the less agile.
Meeting place: Crown Pub car park, Martley, WR6 6PA
Cost: £3 / free to those in education
Booking: 02033717647 / martleypfo@gmail.com

Thursday 12th June: Illustrated Talk
‘Minerals of the Malvern Hills’. A feast of photos and a
sprinkling of history which reveal the hidden ingredients of
the Malvern Hills.
Start: 7.30pm at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern, WR13 6PL
Finish: 8.30pm
Cost: £3
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Monday 16th June: Painting Workshop
With local artist Diane Jennings, create your own beautiful
oil or acrylic painting. You don't need any previous
experience in painting or drawing. Diane provides all the
equipment, paint, canvas and instructions.
Start: 10am at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 2pm
Cost: £35
Booking: 01746 781192
Thursday 19th June: Building Stones Walk
A short guided walk around Bromyard to look at the
different types of stone used in the construction of the
town, learning a little about the geology that formed
them. Part of the Herefordshire Walking Festival.
Start: 10.30am at Bromyard Library, 1 Cruxall Street,
Bromyard, HR7 4EB
Est finish: 1pm
Cost: £5 adult, children free
Booking: www.walkingfestival.com

Shakespeare - Outdoor Theatre in the Geopark
The Merchant of Venice presented by the Rain or
Shine Theatre Company: Wednesday 18th June at
SVCP. Call 01746781192 for details and bookings
Macbeth presented by Heartbreak Productions:
Friday 27th June at Hartlebury Castle. Call 01299
250416 for details and bookings

SVCP = Severn Valley Country Park
GR = Grid Reference
Thursday 19th June: Wildflower Walk in SVCP
On this leisurely guided walk you will discover the various
species of wild flowers which grow in the Severn Valley.
Start: 1.30pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 3.30pm
Cost: £3 adult / £1.50 child
Bookings: 01746 781192
Saturday 21st June: Geology and Landscape Walk
‘Raggedstone Hill - Southern Malvern Hills’. On this guided
walk we will see the rocks of the Hill and its immediate
surroundings and discuss the geological aspects of the view
from the hill top. The walk starts with a steep 100 metre
climb but this is taken slowly and in stages.
Start: 10am at Hollybush car park (£3) GR SO759369
Est finish: 1pm Cost: £3
Bookings: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Sunday 22nd June: Walk and Steam Train Ride
Join SVCP’s ranger on a 9 mile guided walk along the River
Severn to the historic market town of Bridgnorth. You will
have time for refreshments in Bridgnorth before returning
to the park via a Severn Valley Railway steam train.
Start: 9.15am at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 4.30pm
Cost: £10 adult / £6 child
Booking: 01746 781192
Tuesday 24th June: Talk
‘The Good, The Bad and the Ugly’. A look at some of the
bugs, beetles and other insects to be found on the Malvern
Hills in the early summer. Suitable for all.
Start: 7.30pm at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern, WR13 6PL
Finish: 8.30pm
Cost: Free to attend
Saturday 28th June: Family Event
‘Marvellous Mammals!’. Learn about the different
mammals that live in the Severn Valley. See if you can
identify them via their footprints, droppings and the other
clues they leave behind!
Start: 9.30am at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12 noon Cost: £3 adult / £1.50 child / free SMG
Booking: 01746 781192

GeoFest July 2014

Where booking details are given, bookings are essential

Saturday 28th June - Sunday 3rd August

Sunday 6th July: Family Event
‘Orienteering’. Learn about how to read a map and
navigate using natural clues. Orienteering competition and
prize for the winning team.
Start: 11am at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 1pm
Cost: £6 per team (max of 5 people)
Booking: 01746 781192

Exhibition
Ruskin Yesterday and Today - Drawing on Nature
An exhibition exploring nature through drawing using
images from the Ruskin Collection as inspiration
(with the support of the Guild of St George).
Bewdley Museum, Load Street, Bewdley, DY12 2AE
10am - 4pm daily. Free entry
“For a stone, when it is examined, will be found a mountain in
miniature.. .” John Ruskin 1860

Saturday 28th June: Industrial Archaeology Walk
A guided walk around the former colliery workings near
Mamble. Bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10.30am at the A456 lay-by GR SO685713
Est finish: 5pm
Cost: £5
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Sunday 29th June: Building Stones & History Walk
‘The Building Stones of Great Malvern’. A guided walk
through the town to see where geology, architecture and
social history come together.
Start: 10am at the Priory Gatehouse in the middle of
Malvern GR SO775458
Finish: 12 noon
Cost: £3
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Saturday 5th July: Geology and Landscape Walk
This guided walk will circumnavigate the GeoCentre to
look at the Precambrian rocks of the Wyche Cutting, the
Silurian foothills and the evidence of the Colwall fault.
Start: 10am at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern GR SO769436
Finish: 1pm
Cost: £3
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Saturday 5th July: Geology and Landscape Walk
Departing from Wribbenhall by train to Arley, then walk
back to Wribbenhall on the east side of the River Severn
via Eymore Wood and Trimpley. Bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10.30am at Bewdley Railway Station
Finish: 5pm
Cost: £5 plus train ticket
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk

Thursday 10th July: Woodland and Riverside Walk
This guided walk passes through the parish of Alveley and
onto the Dudmaston Estate via the ancient village of
Quatt. Bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10am at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 4pm
Cost: £3 adult / £1.50 child
Booking: 01746 781192
Thursday 10th July: Geology and Landscape Walk
A 5 mile guided walk along the Geopark Way. Looking at
Alveley quarries, colliery site and building stones of the
village. Crossing the river in SVCP and stopping for lunch in
Highley before returning along the riverside path.
(Alternative return on the train TBC).
Start: 10.30am at Hampton Loade car park on the EAST
side of the river GR SO758865
Finish: 4.30pm
Cost: £2
Booking: 01938 820764 / andrew@scenesetters.co.uk
Saturday 12th July: History Walk
A 5 mile guided Wyre Forest history walk. Find out about
the Forest’s connection to John Ruskin and explore the
historical features of the Wyre Forest and Dowles.
Start/Finish: TBC at Bewdley Museum, Load Street,
Bewdley, DY12 2AE
Cost: £3
Booking: 0845 6035699
Wednesday 16th July: Illustrated Talk
Christine Penney, The Hurd Librarian, will give an talk on
Bishop Hurd, the Hurd Library and some of the wonderful
books it holds. Includes a private tour of the Castle State
Rooms and Library, lunch and access to the Museum all day.
Start: 11am at Worcestershire County Museum, Hartlebury
Castle, Hartlebury, DY11 7XZ
Cost: £16
Booking: 01299 250416

Summer School Holiday Children’s Activities
Severn Valley Country Park: Wednesday Fun 10am -12
noon & 1.30pm - 3.30pm. Plus a fantastic exhibition of
local fossils, on loan from the Lapworth Museum,
displayed throughout GeoFest. For full details call
01746 781192 or visit their website.
Bewdley Museum: Various drop in activities Monday Friday, includes fossil casting. For full details call 0845
6035699 or visit their website.
Hartlebury Museum: Creative fun craft activities
Tuesdays - Fridays, archery Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
For full details call 01299 250416 or visit their website.
Severn Valley Railway Engine House & Education
Centre: Steam and Whistle Activity Club during August.
For full details call 01562 757900 or visit their website.
Days Out
Self-guided Geology and Landscape Walks: For a
comprehensive list of walks visit the Geopark website.
Wyre Forest (Forestry Commission): A fantastic place
to enjoy the fresh air and have fun outdoors - walking
and family cycling, Go Ape, learning and adventure
play. For further details visit their website.
Cob House: Five miles north-west of Worcester the
idyllic surroundings, café, beautiful lakes, parkland
and activities offer a wide appeal with something for
everyone to enjoy and makes an ideal family day. For
further details visit their website.
Worcester Cathedral: Guided tours, exhibition, selfguided Building Stones Trail and the Three Choirs
Festival. For full listings and details visit their website.
Museum On The Move Bus - Worcestershire Museums
‘Made Here’ is a travelling exhibition which uncovers
the cogs and levers that make our counties great. Using
objects and interactive activities you can delve deeper
into the story of ‘Made Here’ from the building blocks of
our counties to present day industries and people. For
events, information and bookings visit their website.

SVCP = Severn Valley Country Park
GR = Grid Reference
Wednesday 16th July: Behind the Scenes Tour
What happens behind the scenes of Worcestershire Archive
& Archaeology Service? See their conservator in action,
handle archaeological artefacts found in Worcestershire,
and see documents such as the Vernon Map Book.
Start: 2pm at The Hive, Sawmill Walk, The Butts,
Worcester, WR1 3PB
Finish: 3.30pm
Cost: £5
Booking: 01905 766352
Saturday 19th July - Sunday 28th September
Exhibition - Bewdley Remembers . . .
Examining the impact of the First World War on people
living in Bewdley.
Bewdley Museum, Load Street Bewdley, DY12 2AE
10am - 4pm daily. Free entry
Sunday 20th July: Geology and Landscape Walk
‘Bromyard Downs and Bringsty Common’. This guided walk
looks at the rocks laid down by rivers 400 million years ago
and the spectacular scenery produced by earth
movements in the area. Bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10am at Bromyard Downs Picnic Site GR SO671558
Finish: 3.30pm
Cost: £3
Booking: 01905 855184 / eht@worc.ac.uk
Friday 25th July: Family Event
‘Pond Dipping Session’. With the SVCP rangers, come and
hunt for the many different creatures living in the ponds at
the park. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am & 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12.30pm & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192
Wednesday 30th July: Family Event
‘Fun with Fossils’. Take part in an archaeological dig to
see what fossils you can unearth in the SVCP. Get messy
casting your own fossils to take home and help the rangers
find the missing parts of the dinosaur which should be on
display in the visitor centre!
Start: 10am & 1.30pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley,
WV15 6NG
Finish: 12 noon & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192

GeoFest August 2014
Friday 1st August: Family Event
‘Minibeast Hunting Session’. With the SVCP rangers, use
sweep nets to discover the minibeasts that live in the tall
grasses and meadows of the park. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am & 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12.30pm & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192
Friday 8th August: Family Event
‘Tree-mendous Trees Session’. With the SVCP rangers, work
out how tall a tree is by looking through your legs, how old
a tree is by using a piece of string and make your own tree
collage using natural items. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am & 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12.30pm & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192
Saturday 9th August: Ask the Experts Session
‘Hands-on Rocks and Minerals’. An informal session for you
to learn about some of the fabulous rocks and minerals
found in the Earth’s crust. Bring along your own specimens
for identification. Digitally explore the Geopark and
Geopark Way on the ipad trees at the GeoCentre.
Start: 2pm at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern, WR13 6PL
Finish: 4pm Cost: Free to attend, donations welcomed

Saturday 9th August: Martley Guided Geo Walks
9.45am - 1pm
A walk along Martley’s 3 mile geology trail. The
terrain is suitable for all with only one fairly steep
ascent.
1.45pm - 6pm
A walk along Martley's 6 mile geology trail. The
terrain is quite rugged in places and this walk is not
suitable for the less agile.
Meeting place: Crown Pub carpark, Martley, WR6 6PA
Cost: £3 / free to those in education
Booking: 02033717647 / martleypfo@gmail.com

Where booking details are given, bookings are essential

Tuesday 12th - Friday 15th August
Dinosaur Week
Want to know a bit more about the Jurassic period?
Then join the Severn Valley Railways ‘Steam and
Whistle Activity Club’. Dinosaur dig, Jurassic trail,
fossils, meet the owls and a free dinosaur cup.
Start: 11.30am at the Engine House Visitor and
Education Centre, Station Road, Highley, WV16 6NZ
Finish: 4pm
Further information: 01562 757900
Cost: Free with ‘Freedom of the Line’ tickets or annual
Family Pass, otherwise admission charge to the Engine
House is payable at the door.
Wednesday 13th August: Family Event
‘Have a go at Geocaching’. Back by popular demand!
Working in teams, use a handheld GPS unit to navigate
around SVCP looking for hidden treasure! Let the satellite
guide you! All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Start: 10am or 1.30pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley,
WV15 6NG
Finish: 12 noon and 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192
Friday 15th August: Family Event
‘Pond Dipping Session’. With the SVCP rangers, come and
hunt for the many different creatures living in the ponds
at the park. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am or 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15
6NG
Finish: 12.30pm and 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192
Saturday 16th August: Hands-On Illustrated Talk
Dr Mark O'Dell and colleagues will talk about their
experiences collecting fossils in the Malverns and the
Cotswolds. There will be a presentation showing the
diversity of fossils that can be found in the local area
...from bug-eyed trilobites to the Woolly Mammoth. There
will be an opportunity to handle real fossils and see the
tools used in their preparation.
Start: 2pm at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern, WR13 6PL
Finish: 4pm
Cost: Free to attend

GeoFest August 2014
Friday 22nd August: Family Event
‘Minibeast Hunting Session’. With the SVCP rangers, use
sweep nets to discover the minibeasts that live in the tall
grasses and meadows of the park. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am & 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12.30pm & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192

SVCP = Severn Valley Country Park
GR = Grid Reference
Friday 29th August: Family Event
‘Tree-mendous Trees Session’. With the SVCP rangers, work
out how tall a tree is by looking through your legs, how old
a tree is by using a piece of string and make your own tree
collage using natural items. All equipment provided.
Start: 11am & 2pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 12.30pm & 3.30pm
Cost: £3 child / adult free
Booking: 01746 781192

Saturday 23rd August: Talk and Demonstration
Michael Brooks of BrooksDesign will talk about how he
creates 'Apps' for SMART phones and computers. Michael
has created geology 'apps' for the whole of the Geopark
Way and these have to be seen to be believed! After a
brief talk Michael will take us outdoors to use his creations
in earnest. This is a rare opportunity to see behind the
scenes and to gain hands on practice.
Start: 2pm at Martley Village Hall, Martley, WR6 6PQ
Finish: 4pm Cost: £3 / free to those in education

Friday 29th August: Family Event
‘Creatures of the Night’. A magical evening walk around
SVCP. Learn about nocturnal wildlife, listen to the
echolocation calls of bats as they hunt and look at some of
our native moths in the moth trap.
Start: 7.30pm at SVCP Visitor Centre, Alveley, WV15 6NG
Finish: 9.30pm
Cost: £5 adult / £3 child /£12 family
(2 adults & up to 3 children)
Booking: 01746 781192

Sunday 24th August: Geology and Landscape Walk
A 2.5 mile guided walk looking at red sandstone rocks laid
down in a desert 200 million years ago and the formation
of the Severn Valley as the river cut its new channel south
of Bridgnorth during the last Ice Age.
Start: 10am at the layby outside the Dannery Inn on the
A442 GR SO738906, 2 miles south of Bridgnorth
Finish: 1pm
Cost: £2
Booking: 01938 820764 / andrew@scenesetters.co.uk

Sunday 31st August: History and Landscape Walk
A guided 9 miles (approximately) exploratory and leisurely
circular walk with outstanding views, visiting many points
of interest including the hill forts of British Camp and
Midsummer Hill, the historic Holy Well, Gullet quarry and
Castlemorton Common. The route is moderately hilly but
there are no long ascents. Refreshments available on the
route, but please bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10am at Malvern Hills GeoCentre, Walwyn Road,
Upper Colwall nr Malvern, WR13 6PL
Est finish: 4pm
Cost: Free to attend

Tuesday 26th - Thursday 28th August
Dig and Discover Week
Do you know about the Romans and archaeology? Come
and join Severn Valley Railways ‘Steam and Whistle
Activity Club’ and dig for real Roman artefacts, follow
the archaeology trail and make a Roman shield.
Start: 11.30am at the Engine House Visitor and
Education Centre, Station Road, Highley, WV16 6NZ
Finish: 4pm
Further information: 01562 757900
Cost: Free with ‘Freedom of the Line’ tickets or annual
Family Pass, otherwise admission charge to the Engine
House is payable at the door.

Please note that GeoFest events will not necessarily be
led by trained first aiders; those attending do so at their
own risk. On guided walks please ensure that you wear
appropriate clothing, sturdy footwear and carry
adequate refreshments. Thank you.

GeoFest 2014 is sponsored by

Petroleum Exploration Society of Great Britain. www.pesgb.org.uk

O THER E VENTS
WMRG/GLS members are also normally welcome to attend meetings of other societies/ groups, but should always
check first with the relevant representative.
Further information can be found on individual society/ group web sites.

Black Country Geological Society

For information on events visit:
Or, contact Secretary (Linda Tonkin)
Or, Field Secretary (Andrew Harrison)
Group specifics:

www.bcgs.info
secretary@bcgs.info
fieldsecretary@bcgs.info

There is a charge of £2.00 for non-members.

Sunday 12th April
Barrow Hill and other Geo-conservation Sites
(Field Meeting) :
With Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group. Starting at Barrow Hill, we will then
visit Springvale Park, Barr Beacon and Rowley Quarry. Meet on Vicarage Lane, Barrow
Hill Nature Reserve, Grid ref: SO 915894, at 10.30 am. Bring packed lunch and stout
footwear. From Barrow Hill we will need to car-share due to restricted parking at
Springvale Park and Rowley Quarry. From Barrow Hill we will head to Barr Beacon Quarry
first. Contact Andrew Harrison (Field Secretary) to express your interest in attending.
Monday 28th April
(Indoor Meeting) :
Wine, Whisky and Beer: the role of Geology
Speaker: Professor Alex Maltman (University of Aberystwyth)

19:30 for 20:00

Sunday 10th May
(Field Meeting) :
Oxford University Museum of Natural History
10:00 to 16:30
Lead by Professor Paul Smith (Museum Director). Meet at the Museum, 10:00 for coffee/tea, an introduction from Paul
and tour. Take in the main court displays and hopefully a tour of the archives to look at work the museum have been
doing on the William Smith maps and papers; the Mesozoic vertebrate stores; the Palaeozoic collections, and the
Huxley Room, where the Great Debate between Huxley and Wilberforce took place. The Museum website http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/ provides a good insight into what is held there. Unless members have other plans, lunch can
be purchased in the Museum cafe. We will finish the visit around 4.00 - 4.30. Please contact the Field Secretary to
express an interest in attending this event.
Sunday 15th June
(Field Meeting) :
Lickey Hills Country Park
10:30 to 16:30
Lead by Lickey Hills Geo-Champions. Meet at 10.30 at the Lickey Hills Country Park Visitor Centre, Warren Lane,
Rednal, Birmingham, B45 8ER. Following the recent involvement of the BCGS in geo-conservation work in the Lickey
Hills, this will be a chance to gain a better understanding of the geological formations of the Lickey Hills and their
context within the wider landscape. In the morning the visit will follow the Champions Trail (approx 1.5 miles). In the
afternoon the group will explore other sites of geological interest in the Lickey Hills area, including Beacon Hill and
Rubery Cutting. Trip ends 4:00 – 4:30. Lunch at the Visitor Centre, snacks available, packed lunch advisable. Sensible
footwear. Please contact the Field Secretary (details above) to show your interest in attending.
Sunday 15th June
(Field Meeting) :
Snailbeach and the Stiperstones
10:30 to 16:30
Joint with the Woolhope Naturalists Group. Leader Andrew Jenkins (Shropshire Geological Society). Meet at the Bog
Visitors Centre (grid ref OS 356979) to start walking at 10.30am The morning will be based around the Bog centre and
involve a walk of about 5km with a separate walk (about 3km) at Snailbeach in the afternoon going there by car
perhaps via Shelve, Roman gravel and hope etc. Lunch at the Bog Centre which I suspect you know sells cakes and
drinks etc but not savouries. Places restricted to 10. Please contact the Field Secretary (details above) to show your
interest in attending.

All meetings are held during winter months at Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, St James’s Road, Dudley. West
Midlands. The Museum opens at 7:30pm and meetings normally commence at 8:00pm.

Lapworth Museum of Geology

The Lapworth Museum of Geology dates back to 1880, and is one of the oldest specialist geological museums in the
UK. Throughout its long history the Lapworth Museum has provided a valuable resource for students, schools and
colleges, research workers, enthusiasts and anyone with an interest in, or desire to learn, about geology.
The Museum is open to the public and provides for school, college, adult education and community groups.
Admission is FREE.
Group visits are welcomed and should be booked in advance. Tours, talks and access to additional collections are
available by prior arrangement.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
Saturday & Sunday

09:00 to 17:00
12:00 to 17:00

The Lapworth Museum of Geology is closed over Christmas, New Year, Easter, and on Bank Holidays.
Visits outside normal opening times can be made by prior arrangement with the Museum.

Location
The Lapworth Museum of Geology is located within the Aston Webb building on the main Edgbaston campus.

Access
Disabled parking is available outside the Museum, and there is horizontal access throughout. Please contact the
museum for specific requirements.

Visitor facilities
Refreshments are readily available on the University campus during weekdays. At weekends, limited refreshments can
be obtained from the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, or in nearby Selly Oak.

Contact
For more information about the Lapworth Museum of Geology visit: http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/lapworth
Facebook.com/LapworthMuseum on

@Lapworth Museum

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

www.earthheritagetrust.org

None known at this time

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions

For information on events visit:
Or, contact

www.ehtchampions.org.uk
lickeychampions@gmail.com

Sunday 15th June
(Field Meeting) :
Lickey Hills Country Park
10:30 to 16:30
Lead by Lickey Hills Geo-Champions. Meet at 10.30 at the Lickey Hills Country Park Visitor
Centre, Warren Lane, Rednal, Birmingham, B45 8ER.
An all-day field visit arranged following the recent involvement of the BCGS in geo-conservation work in the Lickey
Hills. Visitors from other societies are welcome.
This will be a chance to gain a better understanding of the geological formations of the Lickey Hills and their context
within the wider landscape. In the morning the visit will follow the Champions Trail (approx 1.5 miles). In the afternoon
the group will explore other sites of geological interest in the Lickey Hills area, including Beacon Hill and Rubery
Cutting. Trip ends 4:00 – 4:30. Lunch at the Visitor Centre, snacks available, packed lunch advisable. Sensible
footwear. Please contact the Field Secretary (details above) to show your interest in attending.

North Staffordshire Group of the Geologists’ Association
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

http://www.esci.keele.ac.uk/nsgga/

Non-members pay £2.00 to cover temporary membership giving them
insurance cover. A field fee of £2.00 per head is also normally charged
for members and non-members to cover leader’s expenses.

Sunday 26th June
(Field Meeting) :
Geology of Keele
Leaders : Ian Stimpson

Time TBC

Enquiries regarding field trips should be addressed to: Steve Alcock, Longfields, Park Lane, Cheddleton, Leek, Staffs,
ST13 7JS Tel: 01538 360431 or 07711 501028. Email: steves261@aol.com

Shropshire Geological Society
For information on events visit:
Group specifics:

www.shropshiregeology.org.uk

Anyone wishing to attend should telephone or email the
co-ordinator for the meeting at least 48 hours in advance of the
activity. Please arrive 15 minutes before the start time.
A charge of £3.00 is levied for non-members.
Under 16’s must be accompanied by an adult.

Wednesday 18th June
(Field Meeting) :
Ercall and Forest Glen
Time TBC
Leader: Chris Rayner. Booking to reserve a place and obtain joining instructions from Chris Rayner; e-mail: primrose
@ outlook.com; telephone: 01952 510 463
Thursday 10th July
(Field Meeting) :
Hampton Loade
Time TBC
Leader: Andrew Jenkinson. Will be looking at the shaping of the mid-Severn Valley. Part of the Abberley and Malvern
Hills Geopoark Geofest. Booking to reserve a place and obtain joining instructions from Andrew Jenkinson; e-mail:
andrew @ scenesetters.co.uk; telephone: 01938 820 764
Saturday 12th July
(Field Meeting) : Haughmond Abbey
Time TBC
Leader: David Pannett. Jointly held with Shropshire Archaeological Society. Will be looking at the shaping of the
landscape and the building stones to be led by David Pannett. Booking to reserve a place and obtain joining
instructions from David Pannett; e-mail: jessicapannett @ hotmail.co.uk; telephone: 01743 850 773

Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group
For information on events visit:
Or, contact Ian Fenwick

www.wgcg.co.uk
Twitter: @WGCG_UK
warwickshiregcg@gmail.com

Group specifics:

There is a charge of £2.00 for non-members.

Wednesday 7th May
(Field Meeting) :
Saxon Mill to Rock Mill Traverse
18:15 for 18:30
Meet 6.30 pm at the Saxon Mill for a prompt start. Leaders: Ian Fenwick & Jon Radley
From Saxon Mill across the Avon terrace sequence. Then to another Bromsgrove site at Rock Mill.
Wednesday 14th to Saturday 17th May
(Outreach Event) :
Museums at Night, Warwick
14:00 to 22:00
Warwick Museum, Market Place CV34 4SA
This event in the Market Place is to showcase Warwickshire’s cultural heritage, with a large number of participant
groups. It will be open from 2.00 -10 pm and WGCG is having a ‘Market stall’
Saturday 14th June
(Field Meeting) :
Aust Cliff and Portishead
10:45 for 11:00
Meet 11am at Boars Head, Aust BS35 4AX Leader: Jon Radley
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th July
(Outreach Event) :
Stratford River Festival
Stratford Recreation Ground CV37 7LS

Time TBC

Wednesday 16th July
(Field Meeting) :
Stoney Cove & Sapcote Church
18:45 for 19:00
Meet for a prompt start at 7pm at Stoney Cove Diving Centre LE9 4DW Leaders: Brian Ellis and John Crossling
South Leicestershire diorites, Triassic Sediments & paleo-features plus varied building stones in Sapcote churches.
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th August
(Outreach Event) :
Upton House, OX15 6HT
11:00 to 15:00
A WGCG event in partnership with the NT, from 11.00 am to 3.30pm. There will be a WGCG display with children’s
activities as well as guided walks to explore the geology of the site and the house.
Friday 12th September
(Outreach Event) :
Astley Castle Open Day
Astley Castle, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10 7QS

Time TBC
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